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AUSTRALIAN TECHNICAL COLLEGE - FEES AND CHARGES 

494. Mr J.R. QUIGLEY to the Minister for Education and Training: 
Is the minister aware of the fees and charges that Western Australian students are required to pay if they attend 
the Australian Technical College - Perth South, and how they compare with students undertaking vocational 
training in our state schools? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Mindarie for his question and his great success in securing better educational and training 
facilities for his constituency.  I am aware of the situation.  We have been remarkably successful in Western 
Australia in attracting more people into training; in fact, we have doubled the numbers of apprentices and 
trainees in this state in the past five and a half years.  That means there is 35 000 of them.  What is more, we 
have been very successful in integrating training into the senior years of high school.  We now have Aboriginal 
school-based traineeships, the School Apprenticeship Link and school-based traineeships, and the list goes on.  
We have thousands of students in years 11 and 12 engaged in that sort of training.  What is the commonwealth 
government’s answer to this?  What is its answer to the skills shortage around the country?  Its answer is what it 
calls Australian technical colleges.  I have had some commentary from the member for Cottesloe on Australian 
technical colleges and I agree with him.  He described them in this Parliament on 24 May by saying, “It is a very 
poor policy.  I said so at the time.”  The member for Cottesloe is right.  He does know something about these 
issues and he is correct.  The commonwealth is trying to set up an alternative school system, which is inevitably 
doomed to be twice the cost and half as effective.  When the Prime Minister established these colleges in 2004, 
he was reported in The Age as saying that no fees would be charged and each school would have some hundreds 
of students and would grow over time.  He said that no fees would be charged for Australian technical colleges.  
We have a technical college in Armadale in Western Australia.  That technical college is charging kids attending 
a public school $1 545 a year over two years, which amounts to more than $3 000; that is, for attending a school 
that the Prime Minister himself said would be free.  We have lots of school kids in the School Apprenticeship 
Link and so forth, paying virtually no fees, just a small charge of $25 on average.  To go to John Howard’s 
technical college would cost them $3 000, plus - remember he said “hundreds of students” - it has 62 students.  
For an investment of $524 million across Australia, in Western Australia there are 62 students at a cost of $3 000 
for attending a public school.  It is unbelievable that the Prime Minister would do that and break his word on that 
issue. 
 


